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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

Friends of Mill Plan for Future
More programs, Route 7
expansion discussed at
Friends of Colvin Run Mill
meeting.

Members of the Friends of Colvin Run Mill walk through the mill after their annual
meeting Saturday, April 7.
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Mike Henry, manager at Colvin Run Mill,
explains methods used it the mill’s con-
struction during a tour Saturday, April 7.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

W
hile Colvin Run Mill’s claim to fame
is its glimpse into life as it was 200
years ago, in the past, the Friends of
Colvin Run Mill are just as concerned

with its future.
The mill celebrated 200 years of existence last May,

it was turned into a commercial mill by Philip Carper
on land that was once owned by George Washing-
ton. It is one of the few brick mills remaining in Vir-
ginia.

“Following the bicentennial, we feel that it’s most
important to work on innovative and creative ways
to set new expectations for the future,” said Bob
Lundegard, president of the Friends of Colvin Run
Mill.

One of their goals is to replace the current dairy
barn, which was built by the county at the approxi-
mate location of the barn that was there 200 years
ago, with a new visitor’s center. They have been rais-
ing money since 2003.

“The county has found money to make the draw-
ings, and we have around $50,000 in our building
fund, but we’re not ready to hand it over yet, not
until we can put together an agreement with them
about fundraising, which we expect in the next year
or so,” Lundegard said. “From there, we’ll need funds
for bricks and mortar.”

The upcoming widening of Leesburg Pike is of
strong interest for the Friends of Colvin Run Mill and
park staff. Since the mill is less than 100 feet from
the current roadway, the two-lane expansion  can
make quite an impact.

The old mill pond, as well as other features, are
located on park property south of Leesburg Pike,
making them practically inaccessible to visitors.

“It feels like our visitors are separated from the
other side, and we’d like to take advantage of the

widening project to maybe put a tunnel underneath
Route 7 to make the south side more accessible,”
Lundegard said. “In 1940, when the road shifted to
its current location, there was a tunnel for the cows
to go underneath Route 7.”

Mike Henry, manager of Colvin Run Mill, said there
are historical aspects to the area that go far beyond
the 200 years of milling.

“We’ve found Native American artifacts and other
signs from people that lived around here almost
9,000 years ago,” he said. “Obviously most of our
programming focuses on the last 200 years and Eu-
ropean settlement. We’re hoping expansion south of
Route 7 will help us with the exploration of that.”

The group also assisted with the Colvin Run Street
Fair that took place last May, hosted more than 100
people for the annual Society for the Preservation of
Old Mills and increased their outreach to local
schools.

“It’s amazing to think that things like bread and
grain used to come from places like this,” said Sam
Archer, 8, of Great Falls, who visited the mill with
his family Saturday. “It’s cool that water runs it, the
same power now is the same power that ran it 200
years ago.”

Lundegard estimated almost 10,000 children vis-
ited the mill last year, which he said represents as
much as a 30 percent increase over years past.

The Forestville School was on Georgetown Pike
where the Great Falls Fire Department is located now.

This is a picture of the last class at Forestville School
1952.
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Revisiting Old Forestville
Elementary in Great Falls

Teacher Margaret
Marshall.

I
n response to the article
“Great Falls History Revis-
ited” by Kathleen J.

Murphy/President of Great
Falls Historical Society, in the
Jan. 18 issue of the Great Falls
Connection, a reader has
posted the following note on
The Connection’s website:

“Hi folks, I used to live in
Great Falls, Va. when I was a
kid. I went to Forestville El-
ementary from the 1st grade
through the 7th. That would
have been 1946 to 1953 before
going on to Herndon High
where I graduated in 1958. I
can’t seem to locate any
websites that talk about the old
elementary school that used to
be on Walker Road just behind
the second fire department that
was built. It was a two-story
brick building completely
square in size where the 1st,
2nd & 3rd grades were on the
first floor and the 4th, 5th, 6th
& 7th were on the 2nd floor.
The new Forestville Elementary
School was built further down
the road during my 7th year
and now is called Great Falls El-
ementary School. Can you help
me in locating information on
this old school house and

maybe point me in the way to
finding pictures of it.”

The Great Falls Historical So-
ciety provided the following re-
sponse from Carolyn Cornwell
Miller:

“The Forestville School was
on Georgetown Pike where the
Great Falls Fire Department is
located now. I went to school
from 1946 to 1952. I was in the
last class at the Forestville
School. I went to Herndon High
School in fall 1952. The next
fall they opened a new Great
Falls school on Walker Road.”
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Funds for the Community Meeting and Follow-on Bullying
Awareness Activities are provided by a Gannett
Foundation grant to the SCC.

All schools, faith organizations or other civic groups in
the Safe Community Coalition service area with at least
three participants at this meeting will be eligible for a
$250 grant to provide follow-on bullying awareness
activities with their school or organization.

Bullying Awareness and Prevention For Parents

Safe Community Coalition and
Jewish Social Service Agency (JSSA)

Present:

• Understanding the “Bullying” dynamic and the impact on the child and warning signs
• How to deal with the “aggressors,” the “witnesses” and the “targets”
• How to work with your school
• The “Cyber-Bullying Phenomenon”
• Promoting Conflict Resolution self advocacy skills for your child

When:
Wednesday, April 25, 2012
7:00 to 9:00 PM
Where:
McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Avenue
Presented by:
Andrew McGahan, LCSW,
NoVA JSSA Clinical Director

Please join us for an informational
interactive workshop for parents.

Topics that will be discussed include:
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“The number of
people who have
signed up to
speak is way
down from last
year. There is no

one issue that’s got people
riled up. People are not scared.
Things have stabilized.”

— Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock)

“It is critical
that the
community is
engaged and
at the table
with us as we
consider changes to what
has been advertised.”

— Board of Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova (D-at-large)

The County Line

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

R
ising property values, a rela-
tively low unemployment
rate, and the lack of hot-but-
ton issues — such as full-day

kindergarten —  have reduced public in-
volvement in Fairfax County’s proposed
$6.7 billion budget compared to recent
years, according to county leaders.

During last year’s budget cycle, Board
of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova
(D-at-large) said she heard from nearly
1,000 constituents advocating for their
portion of the pie. This year, that num-
ber plummeted to 30.

“At budget time, I clear the decks to
see as many people as possible,” Bulova
said. “My dance card is full.”

Attendance at town hall meetings on the
budget has also been low, according to sev-
eral supervisors.

“The number of people who have signed
up to speak is way down from last year,”
said Supervisor John Cook, (R-Braddock).
“There is no one issue that’s got people riled
up. People are not scared. Things have sta-
bilized. We’re in a flat spot after several
years of cuts.”

Next week, the public will have the op-
portunity to weigh in on County Executive
Anthony Griffin’s proposed $6.7 billion bud-
get for the county’s 1.1 million residents.

And supervisors want residents to know
that their voice matters.

“Often testimony has caused us to adopt
changes to the advertised budget,” Bulova
said. “It is critical that the community is
engaged and at the table with us as we con-
sider changes to what has been advertised.”

BUDGET BASICS
In his final year as county executive, Grif-

fin has proposed a budget based on the cur-
rent property tax rate of $1.07 for every
$100 of assessed value, which means the
average homeowner, will pay $4,801 in
property taxes, $33.85 more than last year,
and $45.36 less than in fiscal year 2007.

The proposed General Fund total is $3.5
billion, up $143 million over fiscal year
2012. More than half of the budget (52.5
percent or $1.85 billion) is earmarked for
the school system.

To mitigate potential shortfalls, the board
voted to advertise a 1-cent tax increase to
$1.08 per $100 of assessed value. Supervi-
sor Linda Smyth (D-Providence) called the
one-penny increase an “insurance policy”
against any funding shortfalls.

In addition to allowing the rise in prop-
erty taxes, Griffin’s budget also imposes
several new fees, including a storm water
fee would increase from 1.5 cents for every
$100 of assessed value to 2.5 cents for ev-
ery $100 of assessed value.

The board can approve a rate lower than
the advertised rate, but they cannot adjust
the tax rate without first advertising a
higher rate. The $1.08 rate will provide

some wiggle room and – if adopted - add
$19.95 million to the county executive’s
proposed budget. Each 1 cent increase in
the real estate tax rate impacts the average
residential taxpayer’s annual bill by approxi-
mately $45.

Budget analysts expect revenue in the
county to increase a moderate 3.4 percent
in 2013, and continue at that level for the
next several years.

Although that’s the fastest rate of growth
since fiscal year 2007, it’s still less than half
the average annual growth in revenue dur-
ing the boom period from 2000 to 2007.

“I agree we’re seeing a mild recovery —
not strong or vigorous,” Bulova said. “I think
that Tony Griffin has done a good job hit-
ting the high notes. There are still cuts, but
not as many and not as severe.”

That doesn’t mean, however, that this
year’s budget is without its share of chal-
lenges and competing interests.

Two groups, the Fairfax County Alliance
for Human Services and the Fairfax County
Government Employee Union, have sig-
naled their commitment to keeping their
issues front and center as the board moves
toward adopting a the final budget on May
1.

Both groups want to see the board adopt
the advertised tax rate.

EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION
The largest new spending measure on the

table is Griffin’s proposed 2.18 percent
market rate adjustment for the county’s

10,000 –plus employees. If approved by the
board, the adjustment will cost more than
$22 million.

Griffin said employees are “getting anx-
ious,” about compensation, adding that this
will be the fourth year public safety employ-
ees will not get a step increase and county
employees will not get a pay-for-perfor-
mance bonus.

“Many of these budget reductions, some
of which were quite painful, directly im-
pacted many of our residents, “Griffin said.

“It’s absolutely on my radar screen,”
Bulova said. “We’re hearing frustration from
our county employees. ‘How much longer
can we go without a pay increase?’”

In the advertised budget, Griffin said it
was critical for the county not to “lose
ground competitively” in its compensation
and benefit packages.

Cook, a Republican endorsed by the
Fairfax County Government Employees
Union, agreed.

He said employee compensation is one
issue all the supervisors are looking into,
because many don’t see a market-rate ad-
justment as a true raise.

“We are beginning to have morale issues.
This is where the board will struggle for this
year, and the next three years,” Cook said,
adding that he is concerned Fairfax County
is not keeping up with other jurisdictions.

Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield),
who called county employees “our most
important asset,” said employee morale was

wearing thin after three years without
pay-for-performance or step increases.

Cook said he will encourage his
colleagues to use their individual
budget requests – which total
about $8.5 million - to bump up
employee salaries beyond the mar-
ket-rate-adjustment in the pro-
posed budget.

“I think we need to sharpen the
pencil and find the money,” Cook
said. “Look, if you want top ser-
vices, you have to pay for top em-
ployees.”

Bulova said the board is keep-
ing its eye on what other jurisdic-
tions are proposing for employee
compensation. “We don’t want to
lose our best employees. We want
to do right by our workforce.”

FUNDING HUMAN SERVICES
Fairfax County’s Alliance for Human Ser-

vices, a non-partisan partnership that ad-
vocates for public and private human ser-
vice providers, is also lobbying the board
to adopt the advertised tax rate, and use
the additional $19.95 million to fund
“unmet human service needs.”

“While Fairfax County’s poverty rate is
better than most (5.8 percent in 2011), it
still translates to nearly 63,000 people liv-
ing below the poverty level,” the AHS said
in a letter to the board.

“What I think is important to recognize is
that it’s not just one year of cuts, it’s the
accumulation of cuts since 2007, and the
resulting increase in demand,” said Amanda
Andere, executive director of FACETS, a
nonprofit that provides emergency shelter,
food, and medical needs, as well as educa-
tional, life skills and career counseling pro-
grams.

“We’re all concerned about our
employee’s salaries, but the bigger issue is
what services have been cut,” Andere said.

Linda Patterson, executive director of the
Lorton Community Action Center (LCAC),
which provides food and other services in
the south county area, said any additional
cuts in services have the potential to make
those who are already struggling more vul-
nerable.

“I am especially concerned about the
Community Services Board (CSB) cuts.
Mental health services are vital for the well-
being of our community. Any cuts not only
stress the county system, but trickle down
to non-profits like LCAC,” Patterson said.

Lisa Whetzel, executive director of Our
Daily Bread, a nonprofit that helps residents
avoid homelessness, said ODB continues to
get more requests for assistance than it can
handle. Whetzel said ODB is encouraging
supporters to attend Wednesday’s budget
hearing.

“The Board of Supervisors should vote to
follow through with fully funding the 10-
year plan to end homelessness,” Whetzel
said.

Both the Dulles Regional Chamber of
Commerce and the Greater Reston Cham

Interest in Budget Slows as Economy Picks Up
Employee compensation, human service funding compete for attention.

FAIRFAX COUNTY BUDGET MEETINGS
Public Hearings on the FY 2013 advertised

budget plan and the FY 2013-2017 Capital
Improvement Program will be held in the board
auditorium of the Fairfax County Government
Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway in
Fairfax, on the following dates and times:
❖ Tuesday, April 10 at 6 p.m.
❖ Wednesday, April 11 at 3 p.m.
❖ Thursday, April 12, at 3 p.m.

OTHER IMPORTANT BUDGET DATES
❖ Friday, April 20 – Budget Committee Meeting

Pre-Markup Session
❖ Tuesday, April 24 – Fiscal Year 2013 Board

Budget Markup Session and approval of FY 2012
third quarter budget

❖ Tuesday, May 1 – Formal adoption of FY 2013
Budget

SIGN UP TO SPEAK
To sign up to speak at one of the public

hearings, call the Clerk to the Board’s Office at
703-324-3152 or 703-324-2391 (TTY – 771). To
access the sign-up form online, go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bosclerk/
speaker_bos.htm. The public may also send
written testimony by email at
clerktothebos@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The 2013 advertised budget is available on the
Fairfax County website at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb/

Reference copies of all budget volumes are
available at all Fairfax County public libraries.
CD versions of all budget volumes are available
from the Department of Management and
Budget. For more information, call the depart-
ment at 703-324-2391.

See Chambers,  Page 17
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Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes

Individual • Business
Trusts • Estates • Wills

Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes • IRS Audits

• Civil Litigation
Business Law • Contracts

Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

New Mark Downs Taken!
Mae’s Dress Boutique, the premier After 5 store you’ve trusted for over 35 years, is closing the doors forever.

Beginning Wednesday, we’ve taken new mark downs on hundreds of items throughout the store.
Hurry in for the best assortment while we still have stock and sizes available.

6707 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 22101
maesdress@gmail.com • 703-356-6333

Store Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10am to 5:30pm. Sale Terms: All Sales Final.
No adjustments. We Accept: Visa, MC, Discover, AMEX.

Dress Boutique
Washington’s Premier After 5 Boutique

Game Ends 6/16/2012

1. Samsung 40" LCD TV, $549 Value.

2. Canon PowerShot Camera, $400.

3. Saeco Espresso Maker, $350.

4. Canon Camcorder, $290.

5. DeLonghi Food Processor, $250.

6. Garmin GPS System, $160.

7. Keurig Coffee System, $160.

8. Frigidaire Toaster Oven, $150.

9. Kick Sound System, $115.

10. Tiger Rice Cooker, $100.

Directions: NORTH on the Beltway take Exit 46B onto Rt. 123N.-McLean. Go 3 miles- Turn right onto
Old Dominion Dr. (Rt. 309). Go 1/2 mile thru two traffic lights. We are on the right next to Shell Gas.
SOUTH from Md.- Cross over the Amer. Legion Bridge.- Take the VERY first right Exit 43-44 to VA 193
toward Langley - Go 1/2 mile and turn right onto Balls Hill Rd. Go .9th mile - Turn left onto Old
Dominion Drive - Go thru 3 traffic lights - We are on the right next to Shell Gas. We are less than
5 minutes from the Bridge.

• Take ONE THIRD OFF our entire stock of cocktail dresses!
• Take ONE THIRD OFF day and evening suits!
• Take ONE THIRD OFF all casual blouses!
• Take ONE HALF OFF selected knits!
• Take 75% OFF ALL clearance items!

Bring in coupon for
100,000 points

COUPON

New mark downs taken in every category, from After 5 to casual separates!
Receive 500,000 bonus prize points for every SPECIAL ORDER and always receive 20% off!

Choose from Daymor, Ursalla, Jovani, JSS Knits, Damianou, and Sara Mique!
Subject to designer availability. (these offers good through 4/17)

Seniors Survey
Open Until June 28

Great Falls residents have an
opportunity to provide guidance to
the Great Falls Citizens Association
(GFCA) on the future direction of
senior, caregiver and volunteer
programs.

The GFCA proposes to create the
Great Falls Senior Center in a pub-
lic-private partnership with Fairfax
County. This Center will be de-
signed as a “center without walls”
using existing public, private and
church buildings for the meetings,
having the goal of helping seniors
“age in place” here in Great Falls.

Equally as important, is to offer
assistance to the caregivers who
may need some support or assis-
tance in their care of a senior.
Plans for the “Center” include spe-
cial events and classes, transpor-
tation, and social visits.

Great Falls residents of all ages
are encouraged to participate.  The
survey takes only a few minutes
to complete. The GFCA and the
new Senior Center will use the
survey results to guide them in
developing programs to serve se-
nior citizens.

“We’re interested in having as
many people as possible take this
survey,” said seniors group mem-
ber Bob Lundegard. “We want the
young people who volunteer, the
middle aged people who are
caregivers and the seniors them-
selves. We’re hoping for a huge
response, so we can find out how
to best guide our efforts.”

Since many seniors do not use
computers it would be a great ser-
vice if a caring family member or
neighbor could assist a senior to
complete the survey so that most
seniors can be reached.

The initial survey period is April
1 through June 28. The survey can
be taken at: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/GFCA.

 Art Exhibit
Opens at Great
Falls Library

An art exhibition featuring 43
paintings, photographs, art quilts
and other new works by Great
Falls artists, opened April 3 and
will be displayed through the end
of the month at the main confer-
ence room of the Great Falls Com-
munity Library.

The works on display are for
sale, with 10 percent of the sale
price going to the Friends of the
Library to support library pro-
grams. The library is located at
9830 Georgetown Pike. Hours: 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon., Wed., and Fri-
day; 1 to 9 p.m. Tues. and Thur.;
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday.

Week in Great Falls

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your Mom and The Connection will
publish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus
your name and phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Great Falls Connection, “Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,” 1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed envelope, but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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Real Estate

McLean & Great Falls Market Analysis
of Homes Sales
1ST QTR. 2012 COMPARED TO 2011

(Based on Final Closed Price)
$750k~

>$3 Mil. $2-3 Mil. $1.25-2 Mil. $1.25 Mil. <$750k

1ST QTR. 2012
22101 1 6 21 20 29
22102 2 7 8 13 34
22066 2 3 9 16 14
Total 5 16 38 49 77
Combined Total 59 126

ALL SALES 1ST QTR. 2012: 185

1ST QTR. 2011
22101 1 2 11 28 25
22102 2 2 7 12 42
22066 2 1 14 14 6
Total 2 1 14 54 73
Combined Total 42 127

ALL SALES 1ST QTR. 2011: 169

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

By Karen Briscoe

T
he real estate market in
McLean and Great Falls
for the first quarter
2012 in terms of sales

over first quarter 2011 is up 9.5
percent. The most significant mar-
ket improvement was the upper
brackets, considered for this area
to be $1.25 million plus. Looking
deeper into the data for the upper
brackets, there are more proper-
ties under contract as there were
sales in the first quarter, which
means that second quarter should
be even better than the first three
months. The number of homes
available to purchase in the upper
brackets is for the first time in the
market recovery cycle in balance
with absorption.

The number of homes sold for
under $1.25 million in McLean
and Great Falls was about the
same for first quarter 2012 com-
pared to the same time period in

2011. Delving into the numbers
further reveals that the number of
properties under contract for this
price range is three-quarters of
what was sold in all of the first

quarter (as of April 2). If this pat-
tern continues, that indicates that
the second quarter should be sub

First Quarter Numbers
Tell ‘A Great Story’
McLean, Great Falls real estate market 9.5 percent up.

See Market,  Page 9

Karen
Briscoe
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Great Falls

N
orthern Virginia localities should
together commission a study
now to determine how much
growth is stimulated by the open-

ing of the Metro stations in Tysons and along
the toll road out to Dulles, how many new jobs
created, quantify how much that growth leads
to increased income and sales tax, and how
much revenue (taxes) would get shipped off
to Commonwealth coffers.

There should be a way to keep that money
here in Northern Virginia.

Residents from around the region will pay
for the majority of the construction of rail to
Dulles via the Dulles Toll Road.

Virginia is all too happy to benefit from one
of the biggest drivers of the Northern Virginia
economic engine, Dulles Airport. Rail to Dulles,
part of the plan for the airport since its con-
ception, is a key part of supporting the expected
volume growth in passengers and other com-
merce at the airport. But at every turn, the state
has pushed paying for the rail line onto North-
ern Virginia, onto Fairfax and Loudoun county

governments, onto property owners in the cor-
ridor and especially onto drivers on the Dulles
Toll Road.

While Virginia had committed to contribut-
ing an additional $150 million to the rail
project, and at various points the governor and
the General Assembly dangled $200-300 mil-
lion, it now appears that money will not be
forthcoming. It was never enough.

This is one more example of the Common-
wealth of Virginia happily collecting revenues,
including income and sales taxes, generated
from the economic vitality of Northern Virginia,
then forcing Northern Virginia residents to pay
for the infrastructure of that economic activ-
ity out of local funds and personal pockets.

The most recent Virginia Department of Avia-
tion report identifies at least $17.5 billion in
annual economic activity in Virginia from
Dulles and Reagan National airports, with
Dulles providing the majority of that. The num-

ber of jobs created and maintained by this ac-
tivity is staggering, and in Virginia, the state
collects 100 percent of the income tax; there
is no local income tax.

The state collects the income tax from the
good jobs generated here in Northern Virginia
by the airports, by the high tech firms, by the
business innovators, by proximity to the Pen-
tagon and the federal government. Then the
governor celebrates the result, that Virginia is
top ranked as business friendly.

The Commonwealth collects much of the tax
revenue that results from this activity, but
would pay only three percent of the $6.2 bil-
lion cost of rail to Dulles. This will force more
than 80 percent of the costs of building rail to
Dulles to local drivers and property owners.
The toll road contribution is projected at 57
percent of the total.

Having major airports adequately served by
rail and other transportation options is more
than an amenity, it is part of sustaining the
economic benefit that comes from major air-
ports. The question is not whether we should
be building rail to Dulles, but about who ben-
efits and who pays.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

On Funding the Silver Line
Commonwealth will collect the dividends,
but refuses to invest; Northern Virginia pays.

Editorial

Missing
Republican Party
To The Editor:

I miss the Republican Party. I miss
the party whose first Presidential
candidate ran on a slogan of “Free
Soil, Free Labor, Free Speech, Free
Men, and Fremont.” I miss the Re-
publican Party founded in opposi-
tion to the expansion of slavery, and
later its abolition. I miss the Repub-
lican Party that gave us the 13th,
14th, and 15th amendments to the
Constitution placing equal rights for
all in one of our founding docu-
ments. I miss the Republican Party
of Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S.
Grant who restored our union and
abolished slavery. I miss the Repub-
lican Party of Teddy Roosevelt, one
of the founders of the modern en-
vironmental movement. I miss the
Republican Party of Dwight
Eisenhower who led the west to vic-
tory over forces of genocide and to-
talitarianism in Europe, and warned
of the military-industrial complex
at home. I miss the Republican Party
of Everett Dirksen, who allied with
Hubert Humphrey, Lyndon
Johnson, and Martin Luther King
to pass the landmark Civil Rights
acts of the 1960s. And I miss the
Republican Party of Gerald Ford,
who helped heal the country after
the shame of Watergate. Most of all,
I miss the Republican Party that pre-
ferred to compete with their oppo-
sition on the basis of their ideas,

rather than trying to stifle their
speech, the control of their own
lives, and their right to express
themselves at the ballot box.

Mary Kimm was spot on in her
editorial “Reenacting A Dark His-
tory?,” relative to efforts by Repub-
licans in Richmond to restrict
speech, access to the ballot box, and
the control women have over their
own reproductive health. Placing
these efforts in a historical context
was very effective, and reinforces
how important it is to be vigilant
about protecting access to rights
guaranteed by the constitution, that
nevertheless had to be fought for
by succeeding generations. That
this is occurring is obvious. What is
not so obvious is why.

Why would the party of Grant
and Dirksen, pass a bill whose only
result will be to restrict the ability
to vote of minorities and the eld-
erly? Why would a party founded
on the right to control one’s own
person and property, pass a bill re-
quiring women be subjected to an
unnecessary medical procedure
against their wishes? Why would
the party of Teddy Roosevelt, push
continued dependence on fossil fu-
els, and deny the truth of global cli-
mate change? And why would a
Party founded on a dedication to
freedom of expression, call out the
riot police to quash a peaceful dem-
onstration of women trying to ad-
vocate for these rights? In my opin-
ion the answer is fear … fear that
in our increasingly diverse country,

the ideas that have propelled them
to power since the 1980s, will no
longer resonate with a true major-
ity. So rather than trying to bring
conservatism into the 21st century,
they try to force Virginia and the
country back to the 19th. They force
clearly unpopular restrictions on
fundamental rights to privacy and
speech, while hoping to restrict ac-
cess to the ballot box of those they
know will reject their ideas. This
strategy will work in the short term,
but in the long term is a recipe for
disaster for the Republican Party …
and that makes me sad.

As a lifelong Democrat I recog-
nize the importance of a vibrant
two-party system. It is good for the
country to have two parties with
different ideas for achieving com-
mon goals, compete for power.
That only works though, when
both parties are more interested in
doing what is beneficial than in
maintaining power.

Jim Daniels
Centreville

Laws That
Violate
Woman’s Right
To the Editor:

Anne Gruner’s letter to the edi-
tor [“General Assembly More Pro-
ductive Than reported,” Connec-
tion, March 28-April 3, 2012] fails

to note that the General Assembly’s
job is specifically to pass legisla-
tion as it relates to the Common-
wealth of Virginia. Should we com-
mend the General Assembly for
doing its job? I hardly think so. Her
letter commends our Delegate’s ac-
complishments, as Ms. Comstock
herself does so frequently,
strangely, on this specific opinion
page. The contents of the page
week in and week out lead me to
believe it is the “Barbara Comstock
Weekly ‘Look What I’ve Done’ Jour-
nal” and not an opinion page. Your
newspaper should report her work
like news, not like an opinion. By
the way, I do not favor any Demo-
crats doing the same.

Nevertheless, the point here is
that it is one thing for the Legisla-
ture to pass bills that purportedly
help create jobs and help our com-
munities in some way but it is quite
another that they pass laws which
violate a woman’s right to choose
her medical care. It is simply outra-
geous that Ms. Comstock voted in
favor of such a law that would take
away a woman’s right to choose her
own health care and instead force
the Government to make health
decisions for that woman. We live
in a country where a woman’s right
to choose is the law and also sup-
ported by a majority of people in
the Commonwealth of Virginia as
it is throughout the United States.

Robert Cox
McLean

Letters to the Editor
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Good Friday Service
April 13th 7:00 pm

Holy Saturday Vespers and Liturgy
April 14th 9:00 am

Candlelight Easter Resurrection Service
Saturday, April 14th 11:15 pm

For the complete list of our
ministries and services, go to

www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org.

The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County welcomes all people
searching for a place to worship the Holy Trinity

according to the practice of the ancient Christian Church.

Easter Agape Service
Sunday, April 15th 11:00 am

(With this coupon, not
valid with other offers or
prior purchase, expires

5/4/12. *additional
delivery charge*)Shredded Mulch

$2.99 3 cu. ft.
bags

Japanese Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Pansies
97¢

Reg. $1.89

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Ivy & Pachysandra
approx. 100 $27.50

Vinca
approx. 50 $27.50

Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,
Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

Visit
Our New

Hosta
House

over 300 varieties!

stantially up over the first three
months. The most significant dis-
tinction about this market segment
is that there is so little available
to buy. With the current absorp-
tion of homes, there is less than a
2-month supply of inventory. A
balanced market is considered a
6-month supply of inventory, so
this clearly indicates that McLean
and Great Falls for under $1.25
million it is a great time to be a
seller. Good homes priced cor-
rectly are selling quickly and with
multiple offers.

Market cycles tend to go in
seven year interims, from peak to
peak. Real estate values in the
Northern Virginia market area
peaked in 2005-2006. It has al-
ways been my prediction that this
area should return to market peak
in some segments beginning in
2012. The numbers for first quar-
ter 2012, should they sustain
through the year, indicate that we
are on the road to proving this to
be the case.

Karen Briscoe is a Principal
Huckaby Briscoe Conroy Realty

Group Keller Williams in McLean.

Contact
Karen Briscoe and Lizzy Conroy are

active and experienced Realtors in the
Northern Virginia, Washington D.C.
market place and would be delighted
to assist whether for home buying or
selling. The Huckaby Briscoe Group
was recognized in September 2011 as
one of the Wall Street Journal Top
Real Estate Teams in the United
States. Contact via the means most
convenient:
www.HBCRealtyGroup.com, 703-734-
0192, Homes@HBCRealtyGroup.com.

Market
Rebounds

Real Estate

From Page 7

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to north@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

FRIDAY/APRIL 13
Opportunity 2012 Business

Conference and Trade Show.
7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Hilton McLean
Tysons Corner, 7920 Jones Branch
Drive, McLean. Networking, breakout
sessions, roundtables, exhibitors and
more. Hosted by ViennaTysons
Regional Chamber of Commerce.
Admission $49-$229.
www.viennatysonstradeshow.com or
info@vtrcc.org.

MONDAY/APRIL 16
Great Falls Historical Society. 1-5

p.m. Great Falls Library Meeting
Room, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. Meeting Mondays through
April. www.gfhs.org.

Bulletin Board
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Colvin Run Elementary fifth grader Sara Vavonese jumps
mini-hurdles during the school’s Jump for the Heart
event Monday, March 5.

Faith Skeen, a fourth grader at Colvin Run Elementary
School, tries to jump a distance equal to her own height
at the school’s Jump for the Heart event Monday, March
5, which raised funds for the American Heart Association.

From left, Sarah McGrath and Sophia Ambrose, first graders at Colvin Rum Elementary,
try to climb the gym rope while volunteer Sabrina Thomas cheers them on.

News

Colvin Run Jumps for the Heart
Students participate in events to raise money for
American Heart Association.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

S
tudents at Colvin Run Elementary School got
a little extra time in the gym Monday, March
5 and they were able to raise funds for the
American Heart Association while they did

it. The school hosted a Jump for the Heart event,
where children could jump in many different ways
to learn the importance of physical activities.

Students jumped rope alone or with friends,
climbed the rope, played Wii and even tried to jump
a length that was equal to their height as part of
the event. They had a chance to stay at each sta-
tion for about four minutes before moving onto the
rest.

“Doing double dutch jump ropes was the hardest
by far,” said fourth grader Aly Trumbull, referring to

a game where two people held two different jump
ropes that students had to jump over. “It’s really hard
to jump and duck at the exact same time.”

Other students preferred the more familiar games.
“I like played with the Wii, because it’s cool to play

a video game in school,” said fourth grader Evan
Bremser. “Plus it was fun to dance along with the
game and make sure we were moving right.”

The “Jump You” game didn’t allow any student to
have an advantage based on their size. Children first
lay down on a mat, and the length of their body was
marked with a piece of plastic. Then they had to try
and jump father than the plastic.

“It was really hard to jump myself, especially since
they didn’t give us a running start,” said Emilie Gre-
gory, a fourth grader. “But at least it wasn’t easier for
taller people, they have long legs, but they also have
to jump farther.”

Colvin Run Elementary School third grader Jasmine Patia tries her hand at “double
dutch” jump rope Monday, March 5 at the school’s Jump for the Heart Event.
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Schools

Team Picture – front row from left: Ela Pandellapalli, Andy Sharpe, Esh Pandellapalli.
Back row from left: Sofia Rojas, Coach Doug Sharpe, Eliza Pastore

O
n March 31, Colvin Run Elementary
school fifth graders participated in the
NOVA North Odyssey of the Mind com-
petition held at Langley High School.

A total of 100 plus teams from Northern Virginia
participated in this competition. Team A from Colvin
Run participated in “Odyssey Angels” long term prob-
lem. The team worked numerous hours starting from

Colvin Run Students Win
Odyssey of the Mind Competition
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November 2011. In addition to long term problem
the team participated in spontaneous verbal compe-
tition as well. Overall the team stood 1st in the com-
petition. The Team consisted of Ela Pandellapalli, Esh
Pandellapalli, Andy Sharpe, Sofia Rojas and Eliza
Pastore. The team will be participating in the state
finals on April 14 in Newport News, Va. All the best
Colvin Run Dragons!

Send School Notes to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Fourteen Fairfax County
Public Schools (FCPS) stu-
dents are among more than 800
students nationwide who have
won Achievement Scholarships
from the 2012 National Achieve-
ment® Scholarship program
(NASP). The Achievement Schol-
arships are awarded to Black
American high school seniors to be
used for undergraduate study at
any regionally accredited United
States college or university.

The FCPS students named Na-
tional Achievement® Scholars,
with their probable career fields
in parentheses, are:

❖ Katherine Branche of Langley
High School (medicine).

❖ Stephen Preston, Jr., of Lan-
gley High School (aerospace en-
gineering).

❖ Brandon Allen of Marshall
High School (biology-law).

❖ Nana-Kwabena Adjapong

School Notes

Abrefah of McLean High School
(mathematics).

❖ Gabrielle Tate of Oakton High
School (mechanical engineering).

❖ Beakal Gezahegn of South
County Secondary School (medi-
cine).

❖ Austin Chustz of South Lakes
High School (medicine).

❖ Ian Crutcher of South Lakes
High School (engineering).

❖ Chantelle Ekanem of Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology (TJHSST) (chemi-
cal engineering).

❖ Adrienne Ivey of TJHSST (en-
gineering-computer science).

❖ Stephanie Pitts of TJHSST
(medicine).

❖ Alexandria Sutton of TJHSST
(medicine).

❖ Mickeal Taylor of TJHSST
(electrical engineering).

❖ Bryan Williams of TJHSST
(computer science).

Each of the students received
$2,500 National Achievement
Scholarships supported by the
National Merit Scholarship Corpo-

ration (NMSC), which conducts
the NASP, with the exception of
Tate, whose educational plans or
other awards preclude receipt of
a monetary scholarship. Her name
is included in the public announce-
ment in recognition of outstand-
ing performance in the competi-
tion.

Michelle Bovee of Great Falls
has been named to the fall 2011
dean’s list at James Madison Uni-
versity. The daughter of Greg and
Candace Bovee is majoring in po-
litical science with a minor in eco-
nomics.

Rachel Christine
McGonigal of Great Falls has
been named to the fall 2011
president’s list at Clemson Univer-
sity of Clemson, S.C.

Kelly Anne Tremaine of
Great Falls has been named to the
fall 2011 president’s list at
Clemson University of Clemson,
S.C.
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By Joshua Baker

Special to the Connection

W
hether it’s a
closet, the
kitchen or a
study area,

there are numerous ways to in-
corporate child-friendly design into
any space, and children today are
becoming more and more involved
in the process. Even if the child is
toddler-aged, simple tasks, such as
picking colors, themes or bedding,
can help them feel that they are
part of the process. Besides being
used more frequently, greater in-
put in the planning stage should
result in more pride in the space
later and a desire to keep it neat
and tidy.

STUDY SPACES. A well-designed
study area can be invaluable when
it comes to helping a child stay fo-
cused and motivated. The kitchen
is a popular choice for such a des-
ignated area, as parents are readily
available to answer questions, keep
their young scholar on task, and
supervise internet usage.

Have a wide hallway or nook
elsewhere in the home that doesn’t
receive a lot of traffic? As another
option, consider transforming this
unused space by placing a desk
against the wall, adding wall cabi-
nets or shelving above it for hold-

ing supplies, and provid-
ing the area with ad-
equate lighting.

A recent project in
Vienna features a whim-
sical study that was built
in one of the turrets of
the house. The study

opens up from the bedroom into
an octagonal room, and includes a
storage bench for additional seat-
ing, lots of windows streaming in
natural light, and a high ceiling
with three-dimensional hanging
stars.

In another recent project, a read-
ing nook was carved out under the
stairs. This little hideaway features
a daybed with big, comfy pillows
and built-in shelving for holding
the children’s favorite books.

STORAGE SPACES. Children
have stuff. Lots and lots of stuff.
Books, toys, clothing, sports, hobby
and school stuff. The question is:
where to put it all? Collecting it as
soon as it comes through the door
can help to avoid it being strewn
all over the place, as children (and
their clutter) come home in a
whirlwind of excitement from
school, games and play dates.

Individual cubbies for each child
in a foyer or mudroom can help to
keep family members organized
and prevent any mix-ups of belong-
ings. A closet that features built-

ins with plenty of drawers, cubbies,
hooks and shelving will help en-
courage independence by giving
children the ability to grab what
they need and easily tidy up too.
Some parents choose to remove the
doors to make a closet even more
inviting for their little ones to use.
Hanging a set of curtains or drap-
ing fabric from a rod can add color
and complement the overall design
scheme, while hiding the contents
at the same time.

KITCHEN DESIGN FOR THE
SOUS CHEF. There are a number
of things to do to help a future chef
feel at home in the kitchen.

If it’s time for a kitchen renova-
tion, consider creating a set of
counters at a lower, child-friendly
height so they can help with the

cooking. As children grow, this area
will continue to come in handy
when baking and doing other tasks.

Also consider placing light-
switches at lower heights for a
youngster’s easy reach, or install-
ing light-switches with automatic
sensors to avoid bumps in the dark.

Worried about a little one climb-
ing on the countertop? Providing
children with their own set of
dishes in a base cabinet will elimi-
nate the need for them to reach
those items on high shelves.

In addition, placing the micro-
wave at a lower height allows for
easier accessibility and can help
foster an earlier sense of autonomy
for one’s loved one. Consider hav-
ing a pull-out drawer-style micro-
wave installed for easy access. A
designated “kid’s drawer” in the

Design With Children in Mind
BOWA Builders share tips for design
that works for the whole family.

McLean basement renovation by BOWA features children’s
reading nook under the stairs.

Child’s study in Vienna.

Sophisticated lockers help control the clutter of a
busy family in Great Falls.

BOWA basement
renovation in Great
Falls features ample
storage for
childrens’ toys.

Home Life Style

refrigerator is a great way for them
to conveniently grab snacks with-
out risking spillage from a high
shelf or pestering mom and dad.

And throughout the home, soft-
close drawers and door dampers
will help avoid pinched fingers.

Designing for children requires
creativity, innovation and the input
of an experienced remodeler, as the

space should be fun and functional.
Whatever the space is, and whether
remodeling existing space or cre-
ating an addition, a residential de-
sign build contractor can help in
figuring out the best options for a
family’s needs, budget and lifestyle.

Josh Baker is founder of BOWA,
learn more at www.bowa.com.

Photo courtesy of

Bob Narod

Photography &

BOWA Builders
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Top Sales by Town
in February, 2012

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Fairfax County REAL ESTATE

Address ................................. BR FB HB .... Postal City ... Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC .. PostalCode ........ Subdivision .............. Date Sold

1  701 GOULDMAN LN .............. 5 .. 7 . 2 ..... GREAT FALLS .. $3,650,000 .... Detached ..... 5.39 .. 22066 ........... GOULDMAN ACRES .......... 02/09/12

2  1880 MASSACHUSETTS AVE .. 5 .. 5 . 2 ........ MCLEAN ..... $2,400,000 .... Detached ..... 0.57 .. 22101 .............. FRANKLIN PARK ............. 02/28/12

3  7820 LOUGHRAN RD ............ 4 .. 3 . 2 ........ MCLEAN ..... $2,300,000 .... Detached ..... 1.17 .. 22102 .............. GARFIELD PARK ............. 02/17/12

4  6238 RADCLIFF RD ............... 7 .. 6 . 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,865,000 .... Detached ..... 0.26 .. 22307 ............... BELLE HAVEN .............. 02/29/12

5  1671 HUNTING CREST WAY ... 5 .. 5 . 1 ......... VIENNA ..... $1,786,175 .... Detached ..... 1.81 .. 22182 ......... BACHMAN PROPERTY ........ 02/29/12

6  6000 CLAIBORNE DR ............ 7 .. 7 . 0 ........ MCLEAN ..... $1,700,000 .... Detached ..... 0.45 .. 22101 ............. POTOMAC HILLS ............ 02/15/12

7  6507 RIDGE ST ..................... 6 .. 5 . 1 ........ MCLEAN ..... $1,600,000 .... Detached ..... 0.34 .. 22101 ............. LANGLEY FARMS ............ 02/13/12

8  207 MCHENRY ST SE ............. 5 .. 5 . 2 ......... VIENNA ..... $1,550,000 .... Detached ..... 0.46 .. 22180 .......... MC HENRY HEIGHTS ......... 02/21/12

9  122 KINGSLEY RD NE ............ 5 .. 4 . 1 ......... VIENNA ..... $1,528,705 .... Detached ..... 0.63 .. 22180 .............. VIENNA ACRES ............. 02/28/12

10  3359 V LN ............................ 6 .. 5 . 1 ........ OAKTON ..... $1,500,000 .... Detached ..... 0.83 .. 22124 ................. WESTOAKS ................ 02/19/12

11  405 WALKER RD ................... 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... GREAT FALLS .. $1,450,000 .... Detached ..... 1.73 .. 22066 ............ RIVER BEND WALK ........... 02/16/12

12  1155 FIELDVIEW DR .............. 5 .. 4 . 1 ........ RESTON ..... $1,365,000 .... Detached ..... 0.58 .. 20194 .... ESTATES AT WYNDHAM HILLS ... 02/15/12

13  1036 LEIGH MILL RD ............. 5 .. 6 . 2 ..... GREAT FALLS .. $1,275,000 .... Detached ..... 5.64 .. 22066 ......... COLD STREAM FARMS ........ 02/07/12

14  11660 PREFERENCE WAY ...... 5 .. 5 . 2 ....... HERNDON ... $1,250,000 .... Detached ..... 0.86 .. 20170 ...............CARIS GLENNE ............. 02/16/12

15  3813 DANIEL‘S RUN CT ......... 5 .. 5 . 1 ......... FAIRFAX ..... $1,120,000 .... Detached ..... 0.20 .. 22030 ................. FARRCROFT ............... 02/03/12

16  7951 KELLY ANN CT .............. 5 .. 5 . 0 .. FAIRFAX STATION$1,075,000 .... Detached ..... 5.00 .. 22039 .......... BRIARLYNN ESTATES ......... 02/22/12

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com

1  701 Gouldman Lane,
Great Falls — $3,650,000

2  1880 Massachusetts Avenue, McLean — $2,400,000

8  207 McHenry
Street Southeast,
Vienna — $1,550,000

10  3359 V Lane,
Oakton — $1,500,000

14  11660 Preference Way,
Herndon — $1,250,000

15  3813 Daniel’s
Run Court,
Fairfax —
$1,120,000

16  7951 Kelly Ann Court,
Fairfax Station — $1,075,000
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

Annandale
8145 Briar Creek Dr...........$600,000........Sun 2-4 ................ James Nellis ................. RE/MAX..703-930-0655

Burke
6907 Spanker Dr ............... $599,950........Sun 1-4......Kathleen Quintarelli.................Weichert..703-862-8808
9210 Wyeth Ln..................$549,900........Sun 1-4 ...................... Ellen Ing ................. RE/MAX..703-795-0648

Chantilly
25746 Rawley Springs Dr..$619,888........Sun 1-4..............Tony Motevalli .......Keller Williams..703-472-3000

Clifton
7513 Detwiller Dr ........... $1,149,990........Sun 1-4 .......Marguerite Roland ................. RE/MAX..703-577-4538
7529 Evans Ford Rd..........$749,000........Sun 1-4 .....Carol Hermandorfer ........ Long & Foster..703-503-1812
7700 Kincheloe Rd ......... $1,649,000........Sun 1-4 .....Carol Hermandorfer ........ Long & Foster..703-503-1812

Fairfax
3130 Babashaw Ct.............$389,900........Sun 1-4...............Jim Souvagis ........ Long & Foster..703-968-7000
13522 Springhaven Dr.......$569,900........Sun 1-4......................Ann York........Samson Props..571-237-7985

Fairfax Station
10817 Windemere Ln ..... $1,398,000........Sun 1-4 .....Carol Hermandorfer ........ Long & Foster..703-503-1812
6917 Winners Cir .............. $789,000........Sun 1-4 .....Carol Hermandorfer ........ Long & Foster..703-503-1812
9741 South Park Cir ..........$784,950........Sun 1-4......Kathleen Quintarelli.................Weichert. 703-862-8808

Falls Church
2931 Pine Spring Rd ......... $445,000..Sat/Sun 1-4.............Patrick Kessler .......Keller Williams..703-405-6540

Herndon
12803 Lady Fairfax Cir ......$369,900........Sun 1-4..Min & Jimmy O’Burns ........ Long & Foster..703-437-6110

Leesburg
40994 Waxwing Dr............$669,900........Sun 1-4 ............ Donny Samson........Samson Props..703-864-4894

Manassas
10720 Meadow Grove Ct ... $165,000......Sun 12-3 ......... Stephanie Wayne ............. Century 21..703-965-1643

Montclair
15161 Holleyside Dr..........$375,000........Sun 1-4..............Pattie Mancini.............Avery-Hess..703-625-1861

Oak Hill
12814 Turberville Ln..........$516,000........Sun 1-4..............Debbie Tencza ........ Long & Foster..703-597-4667

Oakton
10662 Oakton Ridge Ct...$1,239,000........Sun 1-4 ..................... Pat Stack.................Weichert..703-597-9373
11001 Sweetmeadow Dr.$1,249,000........Sun 1-4........Daphne Hendricks...............Prudential..703-328-7290
11254 Waples Mill Rd ....... $686,000........Sun 1-4 .......... Shaheen Haroon.................Weichert..703-691-0555

Reston
11475 Waterhaven Ct ........ $534,900........Sun 1-4..Min & Jimmy O’Burns ........ Long & Foster..703-437-6110
1617 Sierra Woods Dr.......$304,900........Sun 1-4 .............George Azzouz........Samson Props..703-728-0843

Springfield
8383 Uxbridge Ct .............. $299,999........Sun 1-4.............Suzanne Burch ............. Century 21..703-328-5606
8230 Running Creek Ct......$644,990........Sun 1-4 .................... Ryan Rice .......Keller Williams..571-212-8339
8301 Covington Woods Ct.$819,900........Sun 1-4.............Patrick Kessler .......Keller Williams..703-405-6540
8305 Covington Woods Ct.$819,900........Sun 1-4 ............ Leah Bradshaw.......Keller Williams..703-282-7740
8430 Springfield Oaks Dr...$349,950........Sun 1-4......Kathleen Quintarelli.................Weichert..703-862-8808

Vienna
314 Center St ....................$975,000........Sun 1-4 .............Casey Samson........Samson Props..703-508-2535
371 Church St. NE..........$1,385,000........Sun 1-4.............Pamela Dargue .......Keller Williams..703-564-4000

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, APRIL 14 & 15

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Salome Gaibler
at 703-778-9421 or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.

11001 Sweetmeadow Drive, Oakton • $1,249,000 • Open Sunday
1–4 p.m. • Daphne Hendricks, Prudential, 703-328-7290

Home Life Style

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

U
pdating or renovating a bathroom can
be a daunting project. From selecting tile
and fixtures to choosing a tub and van-
ity, options are overwhelmingly plenti-

ful. One source of inspiration when transforming a
boring bath into a luxurious, spa-
inspired retreat is the newly re-
leased National Kitchen and Bath-
room Association’s annual design
trend survey. The 2012 list offers
a snapshot of the latest in bath-
room decor. Local designers and
association members discuss the
list and share their ideas for mak-
ing stunning visual statement in
this essential space.

FREESTANDING TUBS. The focal point of any
bathroom is the tub. Local designers say a freestand-
ing tub can transform a bathroom into serene sanc-
tuary. “It is like your master bathroom is like a ho-
tel,” said designer Megan Padilla of Aidan Design.
“We’re seeing the emergence of the bathroom as a
retreat or spa experience.”

POLISHED CHROME. Bathroom accessories are
increasingly bright and shiny as polished nickel and
chrome finishes gain popularity. “Polished chrome
tends to work especially well with grays, blues and
white. It is also an easy choice if you are budget-
conscious.” said Falls Church-based designer Allie
Mann of Case Design/Remodeling. “Another choice
is polished nickel. It has nice brown undertones that
can pair well when you’re going outside the tradi-
tional white and grey tones.”

Some designers say that brushed metal finishes are
still a practical choice for many homeowners. “Many
people prefer brushed nickel because it shows fewer
water spots and looks cleaner,” said David Doughton,

kitchen and bathroom designer
at the Kitchen and Bath Factory
in Arlington.

WATER CLOSETS Designer
April Case Underwood of Case
Design/Remodeling has seen a
spike in the demand for bath-
rooms with a separate room for
the toilet. “If the bathroom is
large enough, a lot of people
like to add water closets. Even

though they are sharing a bathroom with a spouse
or partner, water closets give them the opportunity
to be a little bit more private when they are using
the toilet.”

See Latest,  Page 16

Arlington-based designer
David Doughton says furni-
ture vanity cabinets, like
those in the bathroom of
this McLean home are
increasing in popularity as
homeowners look for
effective ways to add addi-
tional storage space.

Photo by David Doughton/

Kitchen and Bath Factory

Creating a Dream Bathroom
Local pros share the latest
design trends for this
essential space.

“We’re seeing the
emergence of the
bathroom as a retreat
or spa experience.”

— Megan Padilla of
Aidan Design
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Home Life Style

From Page 15

MEDICINE CABINETS. As homeowners
look for effective ways to add additional
storage space, shelving and cabinetry in the
bathroom, the time-tested medicine cabi-
net is making a re-emergence after a de-
cline in popularity. “In [the Washington,
D.C. area] where bathrooms are small, ev-
ery inch of space is premium,” said
Doughton. “Medicine cabinets are definitely
a must in this area. I’ve even made units
that are 60 inches tall that go behind a door
to give people the ample amount of stor-
age space.”

Another option is a furniture-style vanity
cabinet. “They are different from traditional
cabinets because they look like a piece of
furniture and can add a ‘wow’ factor to a
bathroom,” added Doughton.

SOLID SURFACES. When it comes to van-
ity tops, granite, quartz and marble are the
top choices. “Quartz vanity tops are low
maintenance, but some people want the
natural look of granite,” said Doughton.

As an alternative, Mann suggests an en-
gineered stone known as Cambria. “It is
man-made and is a good solid surface,” said
Mann. “It is not a porous material and does
not require a lot of maintenance.”

A National Kitchen and Bathroom Asso-
ciation survey found that another trend is
the use of glass vanity tops. “It gives a bit
of flair,” said Mann. “It adds a little bit of
interest to the space and gives it a little bit
of charm and personality.”

SHADES OF GRAY. While whites and off-
whites continue to be the most popular
color for bathrooms, gray is gaining ground
as a versatile option. When used skillfully,
gray color schemes can provide a distin-
guished backdrop without overpowering a
design.

“What’s nice about gray finishes is that it
can accent just about any palette, especially
blues or greens,” said Doughton.

Mann used gray paint and white marble
to turn an Arlington bathroom into a tran-
quil sanctuary “Gray is pleasing and calm-
ing,” she said. “It has become the new neu-
tral. [Designers] say it has become the new
beige.”

TRANSITIONAL OVER TRADITIONAL.
For the first time since the National Kitchen
and Bathroom Association began tracking
annual trends, traditional is no longer the
most popular design style. Replacing it is
transitional style, a combination of tradi-
tional and contemporary elements that cre-
ates a classic, timeless design.

“I think some people may be afraid to
commit to one style over another,” said
Doughton. “Transitional allows them to in-
corporate things that they like from both
realms and blend them together. What you
pair with it really determines which way it
sways on the line between modern or con-
temporary or traditional.”

LARGE TILE. Local designers say that
large tiles for the floor and walls of the
shower are a practical and popular choice.
“What people like about larger tiles is that
there is less grout involved so there is less
maintenance and cleaning. It ends up look-
ing like you have one piece of solid floor-
ing in your bathroom,” said Doughton.

MULTIPLE SHOWERHEADS. Multiple
showerheads can turn a daily activity into
an indulgent luxury.

“They can create a spa-like feel, but there
are also practical and great for young fami-
lies with little kids,” said Padilla. “You can
use the hand held hose and rinse the shower
down like you would in a sink to clean it
out.”

Latest in Bathroom Design

Photo by David Doughton/Kitchen and Bath Factory

One option for additional bathroom storage space is a furniture-style
vanity cabinet like the one that Arlington-based designer David
Doughton installed in the bathroom of this Great Falls home.

By Michael Porter Denker

And Todd McPhee

Special to the Almanac

M
ike, why is my house rot-
ting away!?” This is the
kind of question brim-
ming with alarm and hor-

ror that builders and remodelers often hear.
“How old is your house?” I asked.
“It’s only 15 years old.”
“Ray, your house is not rotting away, but

the skin of your house might be.”
“Well, it’s creeping me out. My window

trim, some of the siding, and my cedar roof
have cancer.”

I had to explain to my distressed acquain-
tance that we were at the end of an era,
that the period when wood was the pre-
ferred exterior finish on new homes and
additions was over. It’s like the period be-
fore the fluoridation of water. Before fluo-
ridation, dentists were spending a lot of
their time filling cavities. In our case, every
day our employees face having to repair
wood rot.

In the building industry today, there is a
definite trend away from using wood for
the trim and siding on the outside of houses
being built. Houses are still being roofed
with cedar, but those days are numbered as
are those roofs. This trend began 20 years
ago and has accelerated recently.

When I first became a builder remodel-
ing and repairing homes 35 years ago, wood
was still king. Windows were made of wood,
doors were made of wood. The outside skin
of the house, unless it was covered with
brick or stucco, was wood siding or wood
shingles. The trim around doors and win-
dows was wood. The boards that trimmed
the edges of the roof were wood.

What has happened, and why? The world
has changed. From the 1600s until the mid-
20th century Americans were awash in
wood, and it was special wood. This wood
had grown slowly in the primeval forests.
We cut down the forests, but there was al-
ways another untouched forest to the west.
The last of our ancient forests was on our
northwest coast, and we began to cut into
those in the late 19th century. By the late
20th century, a cry arose nationally to save
what was left of this unique environment
in the great Northwest. The environmental
and conservation movement helped to limit
cutting trees in what was left of those old
growth forests. The products from the for-
ests: “old growth” redwood, cedar, and
Douglas Fir are no longer available in the
generous quantities of the past, and the
prices have skyrocketed. Trees that are now
grown in plantations grow much more rap-
idly — and these same species might as well
be completely different species.

The knotless giant trees of the great
Northwest (and the South for that matter)
that fueled the building industry since the
late 19th century grew slowly over hun-
dreds of years adding tiny growth rings. If

you look at old growth redwood, for ex-
ample, there could be 20 to 50 years or
more per inch. Today’s fast grown redwood
have four rings (or four years) to the inch
and can, under certain conditions, begin to
rot immediately.

I WILL NEVER FORGET the time a cli-
ent of mine called to ask me to look at his
porch railing materials which we had in-
stalled only six months before. Much of the
wood had turned black and there were
mushrooms growing out of the wood. That
was a wake up call for me.

Our old trustworthy materials were not
working any more. The wood we were buy-
ing through the lumber yard was the new
stuff, and, to quote one of our carpenters,
it was just like marshmallow. Rot and crea-
tures ate it up.

In typical fashion, American ingenuity
rushed to replace this missing resource, and,
like any change, there has been a period of
confusion, some success, but a lot of fail-
ure. Along with change in any industry,
there are always baby steps that fail, unin-
tended consequences, and companies that
go out of business as their new products
fail. Even today, none of the new products
have been around long enough for us to
really know how long they will last under
the sun and weather. Many homeowners are
familiar with the paper-based siding called
Masonite which was only marginally suc-
cessful, and today we are still tearing it off
homes. We now replace Masonite with an-
other new material: cement siding.

Builders and remodelers all over the coun-
try are facing the same dilemma I did: the
wood that they depended upon is letting
them down. As responsible professionals,
we have to go back and tear out these de-
fective wood products and replace them,
spending thousands of dollars of our own
money in the process.

It begs the question: what sort of longev-
ity can any of us expect when it comes to
home construction? I like to think 50 years
for exterior materials, but, when you com-
pare that to the longevity of the mature wood
we used to build with, a 50-year lifespan
doesn’t seem very long at all. In the next col-
umn we will discuss the new materials, their
pros and cons, their costs and what kind of
life expectancy they might have.

We welcome your questions and com-
ments: mike@hopkinsandporter.com .

“Home Work” is a monthly column devoted to
the mundane but critical issues of looking after

one’s home, protecting that investment, and at the
same time maintaining one’s sanity.

Why Is My Home
Rotting Away?

Home Work

Mike Denker, left, and Todd
McPhee of Hopkins & Porter.“
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Visit These Houses of Worship

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ...

703-938-7736
Washington Christian Church...

703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...

703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ...

703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ...

703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ...
703-255-7075

Fellowship Baptist Church ...
703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ...
703-938-8525

The Light Mission Church ...
703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ...
703-281-4400

New Union Baptist Church...
703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center...

202-331-2122
Church of the Brethern

Oakton Church of the Brethern ...
 703-281-4411

Catholic
Our Lady of Good Counsel ...

703-938-2828

St. Athanasius Catholic Church ...
703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ...

703-938-6521
Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991

St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

Christ The King Lutheran Church...
703-759-6068

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church...
703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ...

703-759-3509
Church of the Good Shepherd ...

703-281-3987
The Vine Methodist Church ... 703-573-5336

Ephiphany United Methodist ...
703-938-3494

Great Falls United Methodist...
703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ...
703-938-1233

Vale United Methodist ...
703-620-2594

Smith Chapel United Methodist ...
571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ...
703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Celebration Center
for Spiritual Living

... 703-560-2030
Christian Assembly Church ...

703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church

...703-560-6336
Korean Central Presbyterian ...

703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ...

703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian
Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ...
703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...

703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

SmithChapel@live.com
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS SUNDAY: 11:00 AM

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

To Highlight Your Faith Community call Karen at 703- 917-6468

Chambers Seek Support for Human Services
From Page 5

The County Line

ber of Commerce have pledged
support for the county’s Housing
Blueprint. Adopted by the board
in 2011, the blueprint bolsters the
county’s goal to prevent and end
homelessness by 2018 by mapping
out strategies to create 2,650
housing opportunities. It reflects
the philosophy of the board that
affordable housing is a continuum

ranging from the needs of the
homeless to first-time
homebuyers.

In a joint letter to the board,
Eileen Curtis, president and CEO
of the Dulles chamber and Mark
Ingrao, president and CEO of the
Reston chamber urged the board
to provide funding to support the
proposed investment in the Hous-
ing Blueprint as follows:

❖ $4.1 million (continuing au-

“As chambers of commerce rep-
resenting the leading businesses in
Fairfax County, we recognize that
housing policy is an essential fac-
tor in economic development,”
Ingrao and Curtis stated in the let-
ter.

“A lot of folks are concerned
about human services,” Andere
said. “These are things that are
worthy of some investment.”

❖ Proposed Salary Increase
for FY-2013

Fairfax – 2.18 Percent (No step
increases for public safety employ-
ees or pay for performance in-
creases for general employees are
proposed.)
Alexandria – 2.3-5 percent

(Alexandria’s FY 2013 proposed
budget includes funding for merit-
based pay increases ranging from
2.3 to 5 percent. No across-the-
board pay increases are funded.
Also, public safety employees at
the top of their grade – those not
eligible for a merit-based pay in-
crease – will be eligible for a one-
time 2.3 percent pay supplement

if warranted by performance. )
Arlington – 2.5 percent

(Arlington’s FY 2013 budget pro-
posal including funding for merit/
step increases, which average 2.5
percent. No COLA/market pay ad-
justment has been proposed.)
Loudoun – 0.0 to 2 percent

(Loudoun County’s budget pro-
posal includes a zero percent in-
crease option up to an average in-
crease of 2 percent for all county
employees. No merit increases are
assumed in the proposal.)
Prince George’s – 0.0 per-
cent

(No merit or cost-of-living ad-
justments are proposed for G-scale

employees. The County is cur-
rently in negotiations with the
union.)
Prince William – 3 percent

(This is a proposed pay-for-per-
formance increase provided to
employees who receive a “fully
achieves” performance rating. As
part of Prince William’s “Perfor-
mance Plus” system, employees
who receive ratings above “fully
achieves” will receive bonuses on
top of the 3 percent increase. A
one-time bonus of 1 percent will
be provided to employees with an
“exceeds” rating and a 2 percent
bonus will be provided for those
with a rating of “greatly exceeds.”

Employee Compensation in Fairfax County

thorization) for the Bridging
Affordability Program

❖ $5 million ($3 million from
Fund 319/$2 million from the
General Fund) to support acquisi-
tion of 200 units that address the
Blueprint housing goals

❖ $2.61 million in rental subsi-
dies, matched by nonprofit part-
ners who provide the housing and
services to address underfunded
goals outlined in the Blueprint.

The county proposes to increase
the top of the pay scale to allow
all employees to earn a merit this
year.)
Fairfax County Public
Schools – 4.3 percent

(Fairfax County Public Schools
have proposed merit increments,
averaging 2.3 percent, as well as
a 2 percent market scale adjust-
ment.)

❖ Due to the timing of the bud-
get releases, data was not avail-
able from Montgomery County or
the District of Columbia. Informa-
tion provided by Fairfax County
Department of Management and
Budget.

Faith Notes are for announce-
ments and events in the faith
community. Send to vienna@
connectionnewspapers.com. Dead-
line is Friday.

St. Francis Episcopal
Church, 9220 Georgetown Pike
in Great Falls, offers three Sunday
services and a host of musical,
educational, outreach, and fellow-
ship ministries to enrich spiritual
growth. 7:45 a.m. Worship Ser-
vice without music; 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Children’s
Chapel and Children’s Choirs; 10
a.m. Sunday School and Adult Fo-
rum; and 11 a.m. Worship Service
with Adult Choir. 703-759-2082.

Trinity United Methodist
Church, 1205 Dolley Madison
Blvd., McLean, Sunday worship
services are at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School for adults is at 9:30
a.m. and for children during the
10:30 a.m. worship service. Youth
Group for grades 7-12 meets Sun-
days at 6 p.m. A 20-minute service
of Holy Communion is held each
Wednesday at 12 p.m. 703-356-
3312 or umtrinity.org.

The Jewish Social Services
Agency (JSSA) offers a wide va-
riety of support groups for those
with emotional, social, and physi-
cal challenges. www.jssa.org/
growth-learning.

HAVEN of Northern Vir-
ginia offers a variety of free
bereavement support groups,
meeting on a weekly basis. Con-
tact 703-941-7000 or
www.havenofnova.org for sched-
ules and registration information.

Faith Notes
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Drop off unused
medications*

on
April 14th
between

9am and 1pm,
at

1420 Beverly Road.
*Only medications in

liquid or pill form may be
dropped off. No needles or

pressurized canisters will be
accepted.

Safe Community Coalition
Prescription Medicine Collection

at the
McLean Community Center’s

Spring Garage Sale
April 14, 2012, 9:00am-1:00pm
1420 Beverly Road, McLean, VA

Proper disposal of expired and unused medicine prevents:
Accidental intake and poisoning

Adolescent drug misuse and abuse
Damage to our environment

Questions? E-mail us at:
scc@safecommunitycoalition.net See Entertainment,  Page 19

THURSDAY/APRIL 12
Ringling Bros. and

Barnum & Bailey
Circus. 7 p.m.
George Mason
University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot
circle, Fairfax. “Fully
Charged.” Pre-show
Party one hour before
show time, free to
ticket holders. $14-
$30. 800-551-SEAT or
www.ticketmaster.com.

Vous êtes Des
Animaux. 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Robbie Schaefer and Ellis Paul.
The Barns at Wolftrap, 1635 Trap
Road, Vienna. $18.
www.wolftrap.org.

Vienna Arts Society. 7:30 p.m.,
Vienna Art Center, 115 Pleasant St.,
NW, Vienna. With artist and architect
Robert Gilbert. Free. 703-319-3971
or www.ViennaArtsSociety.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 13
“Side Man.” 8 p.m. 1st Stage, 1524

Spring Hill Road, Tyson’s Corner.
Turmoil in a jazz musician’s family as
his career crumbles at the dawn of
rock-and-roll. $25. 703-854-1856 or
www.1ststagetysons.org.

Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey Circus. 10:30 a.m. and 7
p.m. George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot circle, Fairfax.
“Fully Charged.” Pre-show Party one
hour before show time, free to ticket
holders. $14-$30. 800-551-SEAT or
www.ticketmaster.com.

Tommy Stinson (from Guns n’
Roses & The Replacements)
and The 27s. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Rachel Barton Pine. 8 p.m. The Barns
at Wolftrap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna.
$35. www.wolftrap.org.

Friday Afternoon Chess Group. 1
p.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. All
ages and skill levels welcome703-
757-8560.

American Legion Dinner. 5:30-8
p.m. American Legion Post 180, 330
North Center St., Vienna. Shepherd’s
pie, mixed vegetables, roll, dessert,
$10. Public welcome.  703-938-9535.

Artists’ Reception. 6-9 p.m. Vienna
Art Center, 115 Pleasant St. N.W.,
Vienna. “Art in Bloom.” 703-319-
3971 or www.ViennaArtsSociety.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 14
 McLean Community Center

Spring Community Garage Sale.
9 a.m.-1 p.m. 1420 Beverly Road,
McLean. Paper shredding, the Safe
Community Coalition’s safe medicine
disposal unit and a truck for
donations on site. Admission and
parking are free. 703-790-0123 or
www.mcleancenter.org/special-
events.

5th Annual Run for the Arts 5k
and Fun Run. Wolf Trap National
Park for the Performing Arts, 1551
Trap Road, Vienna. 7-8 a.m. Packet
Pickup at Encore Circle Lounge, 8:30
a.m. 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk, 8:30 a.m.
5K warm-up, 8:45 a.m. 5K Race
shotgun start, 9-11 a.m. Finish Line
Festival with live entertainment.
Proceeds benefit Wolf Trap
Foundation’s arts and education
programs. www.wolftrap.org.

Model Railroad (HO Scale) Open
House and Display. 1-5 p.m.
Historic Vienna Depot, 231 Dominion
Road NE, Vienna. The layout depicts
the Western North Carolina Railroad
(now a portion of the Norfolk
Southern) during the period of
transition from steam to diesel. Free,
donations accepted. www.nvmr.org
or 703-938-5157.

“Side Man.” 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 1st
Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tyson’s
Corner. Turmoil in a jazz musician’s
family as his career crumbles at the
dawn of rock-and-roll. $25. 703-854-
1856 or www.1ststagetysons.org.

Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey Circus. 11:30 a.m., 3:30
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. George Mason
University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot circle, Fairfax. “Fully
Charged.” Pre-show Party one hour
before show time, free to ticket
holders. $14-$30. 800-551-SEAT or
www.ticketmaster.com.

The Great Zucchini. 11 a.m. Lemon
Road Elementary School, 7230
Idylwood Road, Falls Church. Magic
and comedy for pre-school age
children. Proceeds benefit the Falls
Church-McLean Children’s Center. $7
in advance, $9 at the door.
www.fcmlcc.org.

Children’s Show: Gustafer
Yellowgold. 10:30 a.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Love146 Awareness Concert with
TheRuinCity, The Atlantic Light,
Crush Atlantic and Semper Fly.
1:30 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Mad 5K Run and One Mile Walk. 9
a.m. James Madison High School,
2500 James Madison Drive, Vienna.
Awards for the top 3 male and female
finishers, age group awards, T-shirts
and refreshments. $15 students, $20
adults. Proceeds benefit James
Madison High School track and field
team. Register at www.fcps.edu/
MadisonHS.

Used Book Sale. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library,
7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
Sponsored by the Friends of the
Library.
TysonsLibraryFriends@gmail.com or
703-790-4031.

Bandhouse Gigs’ Tribute to Rod
Stewart: Back to Gasoline
Alley. 7:30 p.m. The Barns at
Wolftrap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna.
$25. www.wolftrap.org.

Saturday Storytime. 11 a.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Stories, songs and
activities. Age 2-3 with adult. 703-
757-8560.

SUNDAY/APRIL 15
“Side Man.” 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 1st

Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tyson’s
Corner. Turmoil in a jazz musician’s
family as his career crumbles at the
dawn of rock-and-roll. $25. 703-854-
1856 or www.1ststagetysons.org.

Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey Circus. 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.
George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot circle, Fairfax.
“Fully Charged.” Pre-show Party one
hour before show time, free to ticket
holders. $14-$30. 800-551-SEAT or
www.ticketmaster.com.

Gungor- Ghosts Upon the Earth
Tour. 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Used Book Sale. 1-4 p.m. Tysons-
Pimmit Regional Library, 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.

Sponsored by the Friends of the
Library.
TysonsLibraryFriends@gmail.com or
703-790-4031.

Russian Storytellers. 3 p.m. Center
for the Arts at George Mason
University, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. American Youth
Philharmonic, Daniel Spalding,
conductor. Liadov’s Baba-Yaga, Op.
56 and The Enchanted Lake, Legend
for Orchestra, Op. 62, Tcherepnin’s
The Distant Princess, Op. 4, Rimsky-
Korsakov’s A Night on Bald
Mountain, Fantasy for Orchestra and
Stravinsk.: Petrushka (1911). $14
adult, $10 senior , $10 student.
www.aypo.org, events@aypo.org or
703-642-8051.

Old Dominion Chrysanthemum
Society. 2:30 p.m. Falls Church
Community Center, 223 Little Falls
St., Falls Church. With Mary Anne
Barton, past president of the
Washington Daffodil Society. Free
admission and refreshments. 703-
560-8776.

MONDAY/APRIL 16
Bike Rodeo. 1-3 p.m. Vienna

Elementary School, 128 Center St.
South, Vienna. Free and open to
children in Kindergarten through 6th
grade. The rodeo is designed to help
children who already know how to
ride a bicycle develop safety skills.
Drop-off gently used children’s
bicycles to benefit the Wheels to
Africa, to be used to provide basic
transportation for people to reach
school, food, water and medical care.
kbarr@viennava.gov or www.wheels-
to-africa.org.

Set If Off and Divided By Friday. 7
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Preschool Storytime. 10:30 a.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Stories, songs and
activities. Age 3-5 with adult. 703-
757-8560.

Potomac Valley Shetland
Sheepdog Club Monthly
Meeting. 7:30 p.m. in the meeting
room of the Dunn Loring Firehouse,
2148 Gallows Road, Dunn Loring.
Col. Wallace H. Pedé, CEO of the
Senior Conformation Judges
Association, will discuss the
inconsistency in judging shelties.
Refreshments and raffle. Free and
open to the public.
www.potomacvalleyssc.com.

TUESDAY/APRIL 17
The 6th Degree, Atlast and Grand

Revival. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Personalized Internet Training.
2:30 p.m. Tysons-Pimmit Regional
Library, 7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls
Church. A 45-minute one-on-one
Internet training session with a
technology volunteer. Call for
appointment. Adults. 703-790-8088.

Mystery Book Discussion. 6:30 p.m.
Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library,
7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
Call for title. Adults. 703-790-8088.

Entertainment

From left: Sun King
Davis, Kevin Hasser,
Patrick Bussink (center
in striped sweater),
Maboud Ebrahimszadeh
and Chris Mancusi in the
1st Stage production of
‘Side Man.’ Performances
through April 22, 2012.
Fridays 8 p.m., Satur-
days, 2 & 8 p.m., Sun-
days, 2 & 7 p.m.

Photo courtesy of 1st Stage

Send announcements to greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com. Dead-
line is Thursday for the following week’s paper. Photos/artwork
encouraged. For additional listings, visit www.connectionnewspapers.com
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WEDNESDAY/APRIL 18
Lovedrug, Last Royals and Andy

Zipf (full band). 7:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Feathered Friends. 10:30 a.m. Dolley
Madison Library, 1244 Oak Ridge
Ave., McLean. Stories and activities.
Age 2-3 with adult. 703-356-0770.

Book Discussion Group. 10:30 a.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Call for title.
Adults. 703-757-8560.

Model Investment Club of
Northern Virginia. 7 p.m. Tysons-
Pimmit Regional Library, 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. Learn
more about investing. Adults. 703-
790-8088.

Student Volunteer Training
Session. 7 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North St.,
Fairfax. Students receive training
from library staff and sign up for
volunteer hours. Bring completed
application. Grades 7-12. 703-293-
6227.

Vienna Photographic Society
Monthly Photo Competition.
7:30 p.m. Thoreau Middle School,
2505 Cedar Lane, Vienna. Judging by
Nikhil Bahl. Images may only be
submitted by VPS members. 703-451-
7298.

Jim Brickman. 8 p.m. The Barns at
Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna.
Pop pianist. $35. www.wolftrap.org.

THURSDAY/APRIL 19
4th Annual Green Expo. 6:30-9 p.m.

Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St., S.E., Vienna.
Presentations and discussions for
children and adults from 35
organizations and businesses will
include information on energy
efficiency, purchasing local organic
products, creating green gardens,
recycling options and more ideas to
save money and help the
environment. Free admission. 703-
255-6356 or csalgado@viennava.gov.

Green River Ordinance and
Graham Colton. 7 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Chapter 227, Vietnam Veterans of
America Inc. 7:30 p.m. Neighbor’s
Restaurant, 262D Cedar Lane, Cedar
Lane Shopping Center, Vienna.
Edward J. LaClare, Vietnam War
veteran, will share his father’s, Col.
Edward F. LaClare, WWII experiences
as an Army Air Force combat fighter
pilot. Free admission. 703-255-0353
or www.vva227.org.

Book Discussion Group. 7:30 p.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Call for title.
Adults. 703-757-8560.

One-on-One Computer Tutoring. 2
p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Learn the
basics of the Internet, Word and
Excel. Call for appointment. Adults.
703-242-4020.

One-on-One English Practice. 2
p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Call for
appointment with an ESL volunteer.
Adults. 703-242-4020.

Book Discussion. 7 p.m. Oakton
Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place,
Oakton. Cutting for Stone by
Abraham Verghese. Adults. 703-242-
4020.

Bedtime Storytime. 7:30 p.m. Oakton
Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place,
Oakton. Stories and songs. Age 2-5
with adult. 703-242-4020.

eBook/eReader Instruction. 7:30
p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Learn
about library ebooks and how to
access them with your compatible
device. Call for appointment. Adults.
703-242-4020.

Preschool Storytime. 10:30 a.m. City
of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Stories, songs,
fingerplays and more. Age 3-5 with
adult. 703-293-6227.

Afternoon Reading Group. 1 p.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library,

10360 North St., Fairfax. The
Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox by
Maggie O’Farrell. Adults. 703-293-
6227.

Jim Brickman. 8 p.m. The Barns at
Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna.
Pop pianist. $35. www.wolftrap.org.

Entertainment

“Betty’s Daffodils I” by Karen Bateman. Great Falls
Studios presents the sixth annual Spring Art Festival,
April 21-22,10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Village Green Day School,
790 Walker Road, Great Falls. All of the artwork is cre-
ated by Great Falls artists. The show includes oil and
watercolor paintings, photography, pottery, digital art,
jewelry, weaving, and woodcarving and more. A portion
of the sale proceeds will go to the school. Free admis-
sion. 703-442-9251.

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • 703-385-PETS

Adoptions: By appointment only. • www.hsfc.org

THIS IS “BEAR”
This sweet guy sure has a story to tell,
but we can only guess what it is. He was
lost and starving and rescued by a kind
person who tried to find his real home,
but with no luck. He is very sweet, has a
cute personality and tries so hard to
please you. He’s all-white and looks like
a small German Shepherd. He’s approxi-
mately 31⁄2 years old, likes other dogs
and good with older kids and adults.
Please come and meet Bear and show
him he, too, can have a forever home.
Attributes: Beautiful
and Smart!

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Complete digital replica of the print edition,
including photos and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail: goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Looking to finish the school 
year strong?

Tutoring is available in the NOVA area! 
Dean’s List College Grad with 6 years of 

Tutoring Experience. Actg/Finance 
Degree. Can teach many subjects at all 

grade levels. Specializes in Math, 
Spanish and English.

Call Hal @ (703)864-6616
$40/hr rate

102 Instruction 102 Instruction26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Dunn Loring Woods Annual
Community Yard Sale
Sat 5/19, 9-1, R/D 5/20.

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Special Events Assistant
and Volunteer Coordinator

McLean Community Center, an agency of Fairfax County
government, is seeking a multi-skilled professional to help
the special events director plan, produce, design and
implement festivals and specialty shows. Related duties
include developing the center’s volunteer program,
maintaining databases, developing budget spreadsheets
and the ability to use graphic design programs to create
event layouts and published programs.

Minimum qualifications: College degree in recreation or
related field. Two years leisure services/recreation and
database management experience preferred. Position
requires some weekend work.

20 hours per week; $17.50-$22.00 per hour, based on
qualifications and experience. There are no paid leave or
medical insurance benefits associated with this position at
this time. A background check is required.

Apply by submitting a resume and a cover letter of
qualifications to Sam Roberts, by e-mail
(sam.roberts@fairfaxcounty.gov), fax (703-556-0547) or
mail, McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave,
McLean, VA 22101.

For more information, contact the McLean Community
Center, 703-790-0123. Open until filled.

Accountant
Prepare, examine & analyze accounting 
records to assess accuracy & conform-
ance w/uniform acctg classifications. 

Implement acctg policies & procedures. 
Knowledge of Allegheny is must. Req. 

Master in Accounting, Finance or 
Economics or Bachelor w/5yr exp. 

40hr/wk. Resume to Ali’s 
Family, Inc 2511 N Harrison St. 

Arlington, VA 22207

ADMIN ASSISTANT/
SHOWROOM

Established Arlington flooring retail store 
seeks an outgoing and detail oriented PT 

Admin Assistant to handle light
administrative duties, answer the phones and, 

when needed, help customers in
the showroom. We offer competitive salary in 
a professional & friendly work environment. 
Send resume to: mvenegas@tysonfloors.net 

or fax to (703) 661-4351

Education
LOOKING FOR A CHANGE

Do you like to play pool, work out at the 
gym, have fun?
Are you a caring person?
Do you enjoy a challenge?
Are you a creative problem solver?

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
& HAVE FUN AS AN EDUCATOR/

COUNSELOR IN FAIRFAX & 
ARLINGTON COUNTY PROGRAMS

F/T opptys including awake overnights, 
available supporting persons with intel-
lectual disabilities and challenging be-
haviors. BA pref’d.  EOE.  Flex hrs, excel 
benes. $19.10/hr, pd health coverage, 22 
days personal lv/yr, annual bonus, tui-
tion reimbursement.

Send resume & letter of interest to: 
Community Systems, Inc., 8136 Old 

Keene Mill Road, Suite B-300, 
Springfield, VA 22152 or email 

dpodrasky@csi-va.org

Nysmith School
for the Gifted Herndon, VA

Nysmith School, Preschool through 8th Grade
Hiring for 2012-2013 Academic Year

College Degree Required:
• Preschool Co-Teachers
• Elementary Co-Teachers

• All subjects
• French

• Middle School Co-Teachers
• Computers-knowledge of Photoshop Elements, Lego Mindstorms,
  MSWLogo, Storytelling Alice and XHTML a plus
• Science (H.S. Level) Part/Full Time
• Math (H.S. Level) Part Time
• Latin

Extended Care Counselors:
Min. high school diploma plus 6 months childcare exp.
$8-$15/hr. based on exp.
Flexible after school hours

Immediate Openings:
Accounting/Admin Assistant-Responsible for AP/AR functions, order sup-
plies, data entry, front office team member and all other duties as assigned.
Job is a 10-month position with a few additional days in the summer.

Qualifications:
1. Posses accounting degree or 2+ years of relevant accounting work
experience
2. Proficiency in Quickbooks, Microsoft Word, Excel and Outlook
3. Be able to work independently and as a team
4. Possess good organization and time management skills
5. Pay excellent attention to detail
6. Have excellent written and verbal communication skills, along with a posi-
tive and professional demeanor
7. Be able to maintain confidential information
8. Ability to multitask and meet deadlines

Join our Playground Team!
Looking for several people to assist teachers in monitoring children at recess
on the playground.  Fun and friendly environment – Flexible Hours.  $12/hr.

Send resumes to resume@nysmith.com ; Fax 703-713-3336

P/T BOOKKEEPER/RECEPT
(GREAT FOR MOMS or

RETIRED!)
Small management firm in McLean, 

Virginia seeks detail oriented part-time 
bookkeeper/receptionist  2-3 days per 
week 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Applicant 
will oversee all aspects of front desk 

administration.  Excellent accounting, 
organizational and communication skills 

required.  Call 703-356-2041.

RECEPTIONIST: Mature person for busy 
Old Town Alexandria law firm to answer 

multiple phone lines, greet visitors, perform 
light clerical duties. Experienced individual 

preferred. Excellent benefits. Please fax 
resume to 703-683-6134.

VET RECEPTIONIST & ASSISTANT
Small animal hosp.  Great Falls.  Will 
train. 703-757-7570 • www.ourvets.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Do not wish 
to be anything
but what you
are, and try 
to be that
perfectly.

-St. Francis 
de Sales
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

Metro Gutter and Home Services
Roofing, Gutters, Siding

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Siding, Power
Washing, Framing, Drop Down Stairs, Foreclosure
Specialists, Painting, Handyman Work, Windows,

Doors, Deck, Stairs, Siding Repairs.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING

Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging
Mulching • Planting • Patios

Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made
Outline/Extend Existing Beds

Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Mowing
Mulching & more!

Call Mark for free est,

703-868-7831

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Prompt Reliable Service
Seasonal plantings & garden

maintenance to suite your
personal taste

Stacey 703-242-2421
Lic & Ins

Flower Garden Delight
Est 1995

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomacmasonry.net

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

EMERGENCY REPAIRS
JOE RAFFERTY
ROOFING

• Asphalt • Slate • Gravel • Metal •
• Chimney Repairs • Waterproofing •

• Senior Citizen Discounts •
“Stopping Leaks is Our Specialty”

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-333-6084, 703-597-9486
LICENSED       BONDED      INSURED

ROOFING ROOFING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

I am easily
satisfied with 
the very best.

-Winston Churchill
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On Stage

Roller Coaster Mystery Ride
McLean Community
Players present ‘Deathtrap.’

By David Siegel

The Connection

D
eathtrap,” by Ira Leven, has been fas-
cinating audiences more than 30
years, since it debuted on Broadway.
“Experiencing ‘Deathtrap’ is like your

first visit to a circus, a thrilling delight with every
twist and surprise,” said veteran McLean Commu-
nity Players’ director Jerry Bonnes.

“I love mysteries and thrillers; they are intricate
and enjoyable. This play is so very well thought-out
with plenty of nuance to entertain,” said Bones who
has put together a cast of five, including new-com-
ers and old-hands. “Deathtrap” was nominated for
the 1978 Tony Award for Best Play and ran on Broad-
way for about four years and 1800 performances.

The story line sounds simple enough, but the jour-
ney is far from a straight line through its two acts. It
all begins with Sydney Bruhl (newcomer Dan Eddy)
trying to deal with a long dry spell in his play writ-
ing career. What was once effortless, is now despera-
tion. He hasn’t had a hit show in 18 years. So what is
he to do? And that is how “Deathtrap’s” twisty ride
of deceit, murder, laughter and who knows what else
begins.

Eddy describes his character “as a fabulous role
with lots of different emotions. It is a fun and chal-
lenging role of an urbane playwright undergoing a
dry spell and searching desperately for a way out of
his dry spell.”

Clifford Anderson (newcomer Will Spilman) spoke
of the joy in “the sarcasm of some his lines that he
gets to say.” His character in “the play is a charming
individual with quite a few unexpected complica-
tions” to keep the audience guessing. Spilman said
he “wanted the audience to have a good time as they
figure things out.”

Sydney’s wife, Myra (Laura Peterson) loves mys-
teries and being in “Deathtrap” is great fun. Her char-
acter gets to “look on in horror at what is going on
quite often in a play that is complex, along with its
lighter humorous touches. Her character is gener-
ally “trying to prop up her husband during his des-
perate times and as they are at a crossroads.”

Laura Peterson and Dan Eddy in the
McLean Community Players’ production of
“Deathtrap” opening on April 20 at Alden
Theatre.
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O
n Saturday, April 21,
the Friends of
Clemyjontri will hold

their Second Annual “Concert
in the Park”, a black-tie event
in the Clemyjontri playground
in McLean. This is the resched-
uled event that had been post-
poned in September 2011.
Themed “Under the Big Top,”
the concert and dinner will fea-
ture a performance by the
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra
(with appropriately circus-wor-
thy musical selections) and a
sit-down dinner catered by
Susan Gage Caterers. This fun
and intimate event is limited
to 100 invited guests.

Clemyjontri is Virginia’s

Friends of Clemyjontri to Host Concert in the Park
first all-accessible playground,
built so that all children can play
side-by-side without differentia-
tion or limitations. The 5-acre
playground’s centerpiece is its
carousel, which features 14
moving horses alongside chairs
for riders in wheelchairs. The
playground’s equipment is de-
signed and installed so that all
can play -  and more than
200,000 visitors do just that each
year.

The first “Concert in the Park”
event raised nearly $100,000,
which was used to help donate a
new Liberty Swing to the site.
This year’s concert theme is “Un-
der the Big Top,” and thanks to
the support from sponsors and

through ticket sales, Friends of
Clemyjontri is donating a new
canopy/tent on the site, afford-
ing much-needed additional
shade for playground users as
well as providing an additional
location for event use and
rental.

Confirmed attendees for the
concert include Del. Barbara
Comstock (R-34) and Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Sharon Bulova. Also,
Virginia’s Governor and Mrs.
McDonnell are expected to at-
tend this event.

Please call Sarah Lessa at 703-
506-8980 for more information,
and visit http://
www.friendsofclemy.com/.

To add to the realism of things, Producer Bunny
Bonnes brought in a fight choreographer, Carl Brandt
Long, so that “the audience sees fights that are both
real and safe and enjoyable to watch. Everyone as-
sociated with the production wants the audience to
have a great experience and even enjoy themselves
more than they expected.”

“

Where and When
“Deathtrap” from McLean Community Players, at the

Alden Theatre, McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave, McLean. Performances: April 20-May 5. Fridays-Sat-
urdays 8 p.m., Sunday matinees 2 p.m. Tickets $14-$16.
Call 703-304-3176 or visit www.mcleanplayers.org.

Note: Adult themes, production is most suitable for
audiences 15 and older.

A male patient sitting directly across from
me being infused with his unique chemother-
apy cocktail, a bit too far for a conversation,
but certainly close enough for a knowing/
empathetic glance. He didn’t look too well;
jaundice in the face, a baseball cap covering
up a chemotherapy-affected hair line (as I can
similarly attest) and a thin physique exuding
the type of stress commonly found in cancer
patients being infused. Dressed casually in
blue jeans and a long sleeve cotton shirt; with
his sneakers pointing toward the ceiling rest-
ing on the elevated foot support of the
Barcalounger as the I.V. continues its drip.
Accompanied by his wife, as I overheard her
described, sitting supportively to his left.

Though I had never seen this man during
my three-plus years of regular (every month,
basically) infusions, he looked eerily familiar,
or at least his circumstances and appearance
did. The more I thought about it, more so
after I had left the facility, the more obvious it
became: he looked like me, or rather, I
looked like him. It wasn’t quite like looking in
the mirror, but it was a bit like seeing the truth
(of my appearance). Whatever I thought I
looked like (see 3/7/2012 column titled “Look
What She Saw, Really”) or denied what I
actually looked like, it became ever more
apparent and clear the longer the two of us
sat across from one another. Then the
clincher: I found out from my oncology nurse
that this man and I were approximately the
same age. Which was extremely distressing
because, by looking at his gaunt and frail
appearance, I would have guessed that he
was much older than me. Finding out that we
were close in age was in fact was unsettling.
Unsettling because this revelation came on
top of my observation that he and I looked
similar. And if I thought he looked much older
than me, then maybe I too looked much
older – and less healthy than I thought I did. If
so, then maybe the woman in the supermar-
ket whom I wrote about in my March 7th col-
umn had every reason to stare at me the way
she did that day.

Seeing my fellow patient for what he and I
apparently are, was not exactly like seeing a
ghost, but it wasn’t like seeing George
Clooney, either. Whatever I think in my head
about how I feel/how I look; presumably, if
looks could kill, I’d be dead already. And
since I don’t want, nor think that I am dead
already, considering now that my appearance
might actually reflect the severity of my
underlying diagnosis – in spite of how I think I
feel and in spite of how people say I look,
would be (A) news to me and (B) news that
isn’t very good.

The question is, whether it’s news with
which I can live. I have always tried to take
this cancer diagnosis in stride and not let it
effect my demeanor. Part of that strategy has
involved a bit of denial to the seriousness/
inevitability of it all. Seeing this fellow cancer
patient sitting across from me, however, look-
ing so familiar – and similar to me, caused not
my life to pass before me, but rather my
death. It’s not what I had in mind when I
went to the Center that day and it’s rarely
how I want to begin my day. Nevertheless, his
image and its reality is in my head now. No
wonder I felt the need to write about it.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Look What I
Saw, Really

Go to
the place
where the
thing you
wish to
know is
native;
your best
teacher is
there.
Where the
thing you
wish to
know
is so
dominant
that you
must
breathe
its very
atmo-
sphere,
there
teaching
is most
thorough
and
learning is
most easy.
You
acquire a
language
most
readily
in the
country
where it
is spoken;
you study
mineral-
ogy best
among
miners;
and so
with
everything
else.

—Johann
Wolfgang

von Goethe
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Great Falls Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

Sports

Sign up with Northern Vir-
ginia Senior Softball (NVSS) to
play two slow-pitch, seven inning
games Tuesday and Thursday
mornings, April 12 through Aug. 5.
Placement on one of 26 teams in
one of three skill level conferences is
by skill assessment, not a try-out.
Everyone present bats and 11 play
defense. For fun, fitness, and
friendship, see nvss.org and call
Dave at 703-524-5576.

Alexandria’s Earl Lloyd, the
first African-American to ever play
in the NBA, is set to be inducted into
the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan
Basketball Hall of Fame on May 5 at
Capital Hylton. Lloyd, a forward
who played collegiately at West
Virginia State, was originally
selected in the ninth round of the
NBA Draft by the old Washington
Capitols in 1950. Later in his career,
he was a member of the old Syra-
cuse team that won the NBA title in
1955. Following his playing days,
Lloyd enjoyed a stint as head coach
of the Detroit Pistons. In 2003, he
was inducted into the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.
In recent years, the T.C. Williams
High basketball court was named in
Lloyd’s honor.

The All-Virginia State Girls’
Basketball Team was named
recently. Caroline Coyer, the Oakton
High senior guard who helped the
Cougars capture their first-ever state
AAA title this past season, was
named Co-Player of the Year, along
with Woodside’s Adrienne Motley.
Katherine Coyer, meanwhile, was
named to the Second Team, as was
West Springfield High’s Logan
Battle. Katherine Coyer, twin sister
of Caroline, was this year’s Northern
Region Tournament MVP. Two other
Northern Region players made the
All-State Team - Fairfax High’s Liz
McNaughton (Honorable Mention)
and Edison High’s Ruth Sherrill
(Honorable Mention). In all, seven
players made first team, five made
second team, and eight made
honorable mention.

Stuart High School in Falls
Church will host its annual sports
camps this summer. The girls’
combination Volleyball-Basketball
camp will be held July 16-19 for
grades kindergarten through fifth.
Also, a girls’ Volleyball-Basketball
camp for youngsters sixth through
10th grades will take place July 23-
26. The boys’ basketball Camp will
be held June 25 through June 29.
For more information and to get
registration forms, go to
raidersports.org.

Sports Roundups

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

T
he McLean High baseball team
handed previously unbeaten
Lake Braddock its first loss of the
season last week, 5-2, in a spring

break tournament game played Tuesday,
April 3 at McLean High School.

McLean, which received an outstanding
outing from starting pitcher Brock Hunter,
escaped two bases loaded scenarios and
scored three times in a miscue-filled sixth
inning en route to the win at the five-team
tournament.

The Bruins entered the contest ranked No.
1 in the Northern Region Top 10 Coach’s
Poll with a 9-0 record. A day prior to the
loss to McLean, Lake Braddock had defeated
No. 2 Oakton, 2-0.

McLean, which is under head coach John
Smith, jumped in front of the visiting Lake
Braddock team 2-0 in the first inning be-
fore the Bruins tied the score at 2-2. But
Lake Braddock, over the next several in-
nings, could not take advantage of scoring
opportunities to break the tie against the
No. 7-ranked Highlanders.

“We got beat in every facet,” said Lake
Braddock head coach Jody Rutherford. “We
were outcoached. They were tougher than
we were - just mentally more tough than
we were.”

Rutherford said he took nothing positive
from the outcome, rejecting the idea of an
early-season loss benefiting the Bruins
down the road.

“No, I’ll give them a wake-up call on my
own,” he said. “There’s nothing good about
losing a game. We had plenty of opportuni-
ties to take the lead. We couldn’t even run
a bunt coverage there at the end of the game
right. I don’t take anything good out of a
loss.”

While Rutherford wasn’t pleased with the
Bruins, he praised the effort of starting
pitcher Thomas Rogers, who kept Lake
Braddock in the game before leaving with
a back pain in the fifth inning. Rogers, a
left-handed junior, surrendered five hits and
two earned runs while walking one and
striking out nine over 4-1/3 innings. He
threw 48 of 74 pitches for strikes.

Rogers allowed two runs on four hits in
the first inning, surrendering singles to the
first three McLean batters he faced.

Rogers was out of the game when McLean
scored its three runs to break a 2-2 tie in
the bottom of the sixth inning. Two Bruin
errors and a well-executed suicide squeeze
bunt by McLean’s Brock Hunter led to three
runs for the Highlanders.

Hunter, on the mound for the Highland-
ers, tossed a complete game (7 innings),
allowing two runs and seven hits. The se-
nior southpaw walked three and struck out
six.

“I think they can hit just about all the
pitches I throw,” said Hunter, of the tough
Lake Braddock lineup. “I just mixed it up
right and they stayed off balance and, luck-
ily, they were hitting it hard right at people.”

Offensively, McLean’s Tom Cresce had
three hits to pace his team in the win.

McLean was scheduled to play a pair of
Liberty District home games this week, ver-
sus Jefferson High on Tuesday, April 10 and
against Madison this Friday night, April 13
at 6:30.

MCLEAN’S WIN over Lake Braddock was
its second in a row at the tournament. The
Highlanders had overwhelmed perennial
Northern Region power West Springfield by
a lopsided 19-0 score a day earlier. Prior to
that, the Highlanders had actually lost three
straight games - setbacks to tough region
opponents Westfield (7-2 on March 28),
district rival Fairfax (8-6 on March 30), and
Oakton (7-4 on March 31).

McLean (6-4) has wins this season over
West Potomac, South Lakes, Stone Bridge,
Marshall, and, most recently over the spring

break week, the Spartans of West Spring-
field and Bruins of Lake Braddock, both
members of the Patriot District.

The Highlanders, going into their game
with Jefferson this week, stood at 3-1 in
Liberty District play. The wins over South
Lakes, Stone Bridge, and Marshall were all
district victories. The district setback came
to Fairfax.

Members of this year’s McLean High team
are: senior pitcher/outfielder Phillip Morse;
senior utility player Mark Hannibal; junior
infielder Dalton Taylor; junior pitcher/in-
fielder Cole Oldenburg; sophomore in-
fielder Joey Sullivan; senior infielder
Coleman Luwis; senior pitcher/outfielder
Nathan Goff; junior outfielder Wells Jones;
junior pitcher/infielder Jack Fant; senior
outfielder Donnie Eckrod; junior pitcher/
outfielder Eamon McGoldrick; senior
catcher/first baseman Hardy Cox; senior
catcher/outfielder Brian Ristig; senior
pitcher/infielder Tom Cresce; junior
catcher/outfielder Hunter Eckrod; senior
outfielder Gordon Rogo; junior outfielder
Matthew Lewis; senior pitcher Matt
McDonald; senior pitcher/infielder Josh
Sborz; and senior pitcher/outfielder Brock
Hunter.

Rich Sanders also contributed to this story.

McLean Baseball Hands Bruins Their First Loss
Highlander left-handed
pitcher Brock Hunter
holds Lake Braddock
bats down in spring
break tournament
game win.

McLean High base runner Joey Sullivan, a sophomore, watches Lake
Braddock’s Thomas Rogers release a pitch.

Tom Cresce of McLean High swings at a pitch during the Highlanders’
spring break win over Lake Braddock on April 3. Cresce, a senior, had
three of his team’s hits in the win over the Bruins.

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Connection
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

DanJanJan Dan

Jan & Dan Laytham
703-759-9190 Office
703-444-1991 Home

Susan Canis
Realtor

Anne Morrow
Realtor

Great Falls $1,050,000 McLean $1,090,000
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